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SPRINKLER PERMIT AND RECORD FORM  
 
 

A sprinkler permit and inspection is required of all sprinkler and landscape designs within the District.  The 
permit system ensures District Standards regarding Backflow Devices, water conservation, and the 2,500 square 
foot limit of irrigated land per dwelling.  Note: This permit is not an affirmation that the landowner meets all 
local, county, state or federal requirements. 
 
Date:      Landowner Name:        

Lot size (in acres):    Lot Address:        

Irrigated Landscape Square Footage:     Customer received Regulations: Yes(  )  No (  ) 

Type of Backflow Device:      Meets District Standards: PVB(    )   RPBPD(    ) 

Are annual certified tests available: Yes (  )  No (  ) {If “no” please explain policy regarding State Law.} 

Map of Irrigated Area:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landowner’s Signature:     Date:     

Please return this completed form together with the inspection/certification report from the Certified Tester to PPWSD. 
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The Perry Park Water & Sanitation District (PPWSD) would like to take this opportunity to remind and 
update the valued members and water consumers of our community regarding the precautions we all 
must take to ensure we always have sufficient water supplies.  As reported often in the Colorado news, 
an ever increasing number of communities are either running out of water or their wells are drying up 
because water is being pumped out faster than nature can replenish it. 
 
The residents in PPWSD can be assured that the District continues to be proactive in ensuring our water 
supply.  We have Senior Water Rights dating back to 1867 that include both replaceable or renewing 
water supply for the entire build-out of approximately 4600 homes as well as non-replaceable, non-
renewable annual ground (deep well) water rights.  While this puts the District currently in a favorable 
position regarding water supply, we must all learn to conserve our limited amount of water by being 
water wise every day and making sure as much of the water as possible returns to the system and is not 
lost to evaporation. 
 
The District was created to supply water to its customers for predominantly in-home use only, with the 
anticipation of natural landscaping being used predominantly by customers, ensuring the District of a 
permanent future water supply.  However, as the District has developed, many of us have incorporated 
into our home sites a limited amount of irrigated landscaping.  During the hot irrigation season, homes 
with irrigated landscaping (i.e. sprinkler or dripper systems) utilize up to 4 times as much water as those 
homes without irrigated/watered landscaping in the District.   PPWSD bills residents for water use 
based on the amount of water used.  Higher watering will be reflected in the quarterly water service bill: 
 
Residential Water Use - Bimonthly    Bimonthly Water Bill 
0 – 10,000 gallons             $41.60 
10,001 – 33,000 gallons      $4.37/1000 gal 
33,001 – 66,000 gallons      $5.74/1000 gal 
66,001 – 133,000 gallons      $7.43/1000 gal 
133,001 and over       $10.05/1000 gal 
 
DISTRICT REGULATION #4.2.4.2k  Sprinkler Systems “Use of these for irrigation is not encouraged.  
However, if a sprinkler system is to be used, it must have an approved backflow device.  The District 
requires that all irrigation systems and backflow devices be inspected and certified prior to actual use 
and annually thereafter, and the inspection results must be presented to the District.  (A double check 
valve is not permitted in a sprinkler system).  It is expressly stipulated that the Board may, if deemed 
necessary in its sole discretion, restrict the use of outdoor sprinkler systems and other uses.  It is 
anticipated that such restrictions will become increasingly necessary as the development expands in the 
District.”  Note:  Pursuant to Resolution 01-72, effective June 20, 2001, “any new irrigation will be 
limited to a maximum of 2,500 square feet.  Any existing dwelling with an irrigation system wanting to 
add to their system, will be limited to a 2,500 square foot maximum total, new and existing.” 
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The following pages provide some assistance with the following topics: 
 
• Landscape Sprinkler Design Requirements - Pressure Vacuum Breaker (PVB) as a Backflow Preventer 
• Certified Testers 
• Landscape Design Concepts 
• Firewise Landscaping 
• Resources for further information. 
 
Please call the District office at 303-681-2050 to get a no-cost permit or to schedule an inspection of 
your system.  State and Federal water quality laws require approved backflow devices.  Failure to 
comply with District, State, or Federal water quality laws will constitute immediate disconnection until 
all violation conditions are eliminated. 
 
Landscape Sprinkler Design Requirements - Pressure Vacuum Breaker (PVB) as a Backflow Preventer 
 
In accordance with District Regulation 4.3 (copy in Appendix A), landscape watering/sprinkler/irrigation systems 
will be designed for cross-connection control and backflow control.  Reduced pressure backflow preventers will 
be installed above ground as shown in Figure A.  The unit should be placed at least twelve inches (12”) above the 
finish grade to allow clearance for repair work.  A concrete slab at finish grade is recommended.  Proper drainage 
should be provided for the relief valve and may be piped away from the location, provided it is readily visible 
from above grade and the relief valve is separated from the drain line by a minimum of double the diameter of the 
supply line. 
 

Figure A 
 

 
 
 
Continued on the next page. 
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Pressure type vacuum breakers may be installed without regards to down stream valving, making it possible to 
isolate an entire lawn sprinkler system with a single unit when properly located.  This assembly must not be 
installed where it will be subject to back pressures and should be installed at least twelve inches (12”) above the 
highest outlet.  The vacuum breaker should be installed where it will be accessible for periodic testing and where, 
if slight spillage should occur, it would not be objectionable.  See Figure B. 
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Figure B 
 

 

 
 
NOTE:  Residential irrigation backflow prevention assemblies must be winterized correctly to prevent damage. 
 
Certified Testers 
Sprinkler systems within the District must be inspected and certified prior to initial use and annually thereafter, 
and the inspection results must be presented to the District.  Appendix B presents a list of certified testers that 
was prepared by the Town of Castle Rock.  The District cannot recommend any individual tester; you may 
choose one from the list or use another certified tester.  Appendix C presents the inspection and certification 
report to return, completed to PPWSD. 
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Landscape Design Concepts 
Basic concepts for a successful area landscaping design to minimize your water consumption include the 
following topics: 

1) Plan and design ahead using the natural environment and terrain as much as  possible 
2) Know your plants – some plants from eastern climates require excessive amounts of watering 
3) Use mulch – effective mulching reduces water use, minimizes weeds, and makes healthy plants 
4) Place plants with like needs together – consider water, sunlight, and drainage needs of each plant 
5) Improve the soil – Test and amend your soil for reduced water use and healthy plants 
6) Irrigate efficiently or not at all – Protect our water resources by minimizing water consumption 
7) Maintain your investment – Pruning, mulching, and soil conditioning require ongoing efforts 
8) Terrace to prevent water runoff – Steep slopes can be terraced or planted with groundcovers 
9) Plant away from the foundation to prevent damage and for Firewise gardening 

 
Numerous books, companies, publications and internet sites exist to help with planning and designing a 
successful landscape for our area.  Knowing the best plant varieties for our area comes from studying publications 
(see the resources listing), asking other local gardeners, testing plants in your location, and a bit of good luck.  
The chart on the next page is a local compilation of some plant species that work well considering the local 
altitude, dry climate, wildlife, lower water needs, and Firewise considerations. 
 
Sprinkler or drip watering systems should be designed to minimize water consumption.  A timer system can 
ensure that watering is done during the favorable times of the day to minimize evaporation (very early morning or 
late in the day).  Numerous alternatives exist to utilize low water flow devices for water efficiency. 
 
Noxious weed control is required by Colorado law and Douglas County resolution.  Noxious weeds out compete 
and crowd out native plants, some are toxic to humans and animals, they reduce land values, and they affect water 
use by increasing soil erosion and top soil loss, causing increased watering needs.  PPWSD encourages ongoing 
control of noxious weeds.  See the resources section for further information.  Noxious weeds in Douglas County 
include Diffuse Knapweed, Spotted Knapweed, Leafy Spurge (the worst three offenders in the area), Scotch 
Thistle, Musk Thistle, Dalmation Toadflax, Yellow Toadflax, Hoary Cress, Perennial Pepperweed,  Russian 
Knapweed, and Canada Thistle. 
 
The variety of wildlife in the area makes choosing plants for landscaping difficult but not impossible.  The 
sometimes unpredictable appetites of our native animals can be frustrating – native species are always the first 
choice.  Plants considered “deer resistant” may indeed be that way one year when there is an adequate food 
supply; however in a drought year or when food is scarcer, deer will eat plants they otherwise would have 
avoided.  Plants that are deer resistant may still be attractive to other animals such as rabbits and squirrels. 
 
Firewise Landscaping 
Local districts and government agencies have offered numerous discussions, publications, and informational 
sessions regarding the need to maintain a Firewise landscape.   The following is only a brief summary and 
residents are strongly urged to become knowledgeable about Firewise planning and maintenance of local 
properties.  The PPWSD maintains the Perry Park Firewise Library established by the Perry Park Metropolitan 
District for use by all PPWSD residents.  The library is maintained by community volunteers; items may be 
borrowed for a short period.  
 
The best defense against wildfire is a home with adequate and maintained defensible space.  This means an area 
where vegetation is maintained to slow the rate and intensity of an advancing wildfire.  For residents using the 
natural environment for landscaping, keeping grasses mowed, trimming lower hanging tree branches, maintaining  
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adequate space between trees, and attention to the vegetation close to the home are all considerations.  For 
residents adding outside landscaping and possible watering systems, these areas should be designed and 
developed carefully with Firewise concepts in mind.  Keys to Firewise landscaping and yard maintenance include 
careful selection of plants, ongoing pruning, trimming, mowing and maintenance of healthy plants. Vegetation 
considered more fire resistive usually grow low to the ground, have a low sap or resin content, have a higher 
moisture content, grow without accumulation of dead branches or other debris, are easily maintained and pruned, 
and are drought tolerant. 
 
Please consult the Perry Park Firewise Library or access the Firewise information in the resources section for 
further information. 
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Examples of lower water use plants for Larkspur, CO , Elev. 7,000 ft  

Common Name Genus/Species Firewise 
Drought 
Tolerant Deer Resistant 

Groundcovers     
Ice Plant Delosperma or dorotheanthus Y Y Y 

Wooly Yarrow Achillea tomentosa Y Y  

Snow in Summer Cerastium tomentosum  Y Y 

Mother-of-Thyme Thymus serpyllum  Y Y 

Wooly Thyme Thymus praecox pseudolanuginosus  Y Y 

Veronica/Turkish Veronica Veronica lewanensis  Y  

Stonecrop/Sedum (Dragon's Blood) Sedum (Low varieties only-NOT "Autumn Joy") Y Y Y 

Sweet Woodruff Galium odoratum  N/shade Y 

Kinnikinnick Arctostaphylos uva-ursi  Y Y 

Low & Medium Blooming Flowers     
Mountain Alyssum/Basket of Gold Aurinia saxatilis  Y Y 

Carpathian Harebell Campanula carpatica    

Wild Geranium/Cranesbill Geranium cantabrigiense or dalmaticum    

Pineleaf Penstemon Penstemon pinifolius  Y Y 

Blue Flax Linum perenne  Y Y 

Sweet William Dianthus  Y  

Black Eyed Susan Rudbeckia fulgida or herta Y Y Y 

Tickseed/Moonbeam Coreopsis Coreopsis verticillata  Y Y 

Blanket Flower Gaillardia aristata    

Prairie Coneflower/Mexican Hat Ratibida Columnaris Y Y  

Gloriosa Daisy Rudbeckia hiria    

Tall Blooming Flowers     
Foxglove Digitalis spp   Y 

Coneflower Echinacea augustifolia or purpurea  Y Y 

Pitcher Sage or Garden Sage Salvia pitcheria or Salvia officinalis Y Y  

Double Bubble Mint/Giant Hyssop Agastache cana    

Bee Balm/Wild Monarda Monarda fistulosa Y   

Beard Tongue Penstemon Penstemon augustifolius or caryi or strictus Y Y Y 

Red Hot Pokers Kniphofia uvaria    

Maltese Cross Lychnis coronaria or flos-jovis    

Yarrow Achillea millefolium or filipendulina  Y Y 

Bushes, Shrubs and Trees     
Yellow Flowering Currant Ribes aureum Y   

Western Sand Cherry Prunus besseyi (Pawnee Buttes)    

Fragrant Sumac Rhus aromatica Y Y Y 

Common Purple Lilac Syringa vulgaris  Y Y 

Wayfaring Viburnum Viburnum lantana  Y Y 

Tall Western Sage Artemisia tridentate  Y Y 

Curl Leaf Mountain Mahonagy Cercocarpus ledifolius  Y Y 

Colorado Spruce Picea pungens  Y Y 

Pinon Pine Pinus edulis  Y Y 

Ponderosa Pine Pinus ponderosa  Y Y 

Common Hackberry Celtis occidentalis  Y Y 

Nanking Cherry Prunus tomentosa  Y  
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Resources for Further Information 

 
The guidance provided in this Permit packet is not exhaustive.  For further information on any of the 
topics presented above, the following references may be helpful: 
 
Water Topics: 
EPA Office of Ground Water & Drinking Water 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater 
http://www.epa.gov/ogwdw/pdfs/crossconnection/frontcontents.pdf  
 
Colorado Backflow Prevention Association 
http://www.backflow.org 
 
American Backflow Prevention Association 
http://www.abpa.org/ 
 
Landscaping Topics: 
- Plant Select Program: www.plantselect.org (Finds and distributes the best plants for gardens in Colorado’s high plains and 
intermountain region). 
- Denver Botanic Gardens: www.botanicgardens.org (Participates with CSU in Plant Select Program) 
- Colorado State University Plant Selections: www.ext.colostate.edu/ptlk/1907.html 
- CSUCooperative Extension Factsheets at: www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/pubgard.html  
 

4.702 Drip Irrigation for the Home Garden 
6.303 Fire Safe Vegetation 
7.212 Composting Yard Waste 
7.214 Mulches for Home Grounds 
7.222 Soil: Key to Successful Gardening 
7.228 Xeriscaping: Creative Landscaping 
7.229 Xeriscaping: Trees and Shrubs 
7.230 Xeriscaping: Ground Cover Plants 
7.231 Xeriscaping: Garden Flowers 
7.233 Wildflowers in Colorado 
7.234 Xeriscaping: Retrofit Your Yard 
7.400 Ground Cover Plants 
7.401 Rock Garden Plants 

 
NoxiousWeeds:  
Douglas County Weed Inspector: 303-660-7480 
CSU Cooperative Extension: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/natres/pubnatr.html  
 
Firewise Topics: 
Firewise Communities Website: http://www.firewise.org/  
Douglas County Wildfire Mitigation Inspector, (303)660-7497, Ext. 2234 
Colorado State Forest Service (Franktown), (303) 660-9625 
Larkspur Fire Department, (303) 681-3284 
U.S. Forest Service:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/psicc/fire/city.shtml  
CSU in cooperation with the Colorado State Forest Service provides a wide range of documents regarding “FireWise” grass 
mixes, plants, planting considerations and creating wildfire defensible zones:  
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/drought/fsmenu.html#fire and http://www.ext.colostate.edu/menunatr.html  or in Douglas 
County: 410 Fairgrounds Road, Castle Rock, 720-733-6930. 
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Appendix A – Regulation #4.3 
4.3 Cross-Connection Control and Backflow Control  

4.3.1  Purpose.  This section is intended to provide the rules and regulations for the District to meet federal, state  specifically, 
cross-connection and backflow control are to: 

a.  Protect the public water system from the possibility of contamination or pollution by isolating within its customers' 
internal distribution system(s) or its customers' private water system(s) such contaminants or pollutants which could 
backflow or backsiphon into the public water system. 
b.  Promote the elimination or control of existing or potential cross-connections, between its customers' potable water 
system(s) and sources of non-potable water from plumbing fixtures, boilers, industrial piping systems, etc. 
c.  Provide for the maintenance of a continuing program of cross-connection control which will systematically and 
effectively prevent the contamination or pollution of the public water system. 

4.3.2 Policy.  The paragraphs which follow outline the policy bases for cross-connection control: 
4.3.2.1  Denial of Water Service.  The District will not permit the installation of maintenance of water service connections 
unless the water supply is protected as required by State laws and regulations and these Rules and Regulations.  Service 
of water to any premises shall be discontinued by the District if a backflow prevention device required by these regulations 
is not installed, tested and maintained, or if it is found that a backflow prevention device has been removed, by-passed, or 
if an unprotected cross-connection exists on the premises.  Service will not be restored until such conditions or defects 
are corrected. 
4.3.2.2  Degree of Hazard Concept.  An approved backflow preventer of a type depending on the degree of hazard shall 
be installed.  Such a device shall be installed at or near the property line or immediately inside the building being served; 
but, in all cases, before the first branch line leading off the service line wherever the following conditions exist: 

(a)  Auxiliary Water Supply.  In the case of premises having an auxiliary water supply which is not or may not be of 
safe bacteriological or chemical quality and which is not acceptable as an additional source by the District, the public 
water system shall be protected against backflow from the premises by installing a reduced pressure principle 
backflow preventer in the service line. 
(b)  Presence of Potentially Dangerous Fluids.  On premises where industrial fluids or any other substances are 
handled in such a fashion as to create an actual or potential hazard to the public water system, the public system 
shall be protected against backflow from the premises by installing a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer 
in the service line. 
(c)  Uncontrollable Cross-Connections.  In the case of premises having (1) internal cross-connections that cannot be 
permanently corrected and controlled, or (2) intricate plumbing and piping arrangements or where entry to all portions 
of the premises is not readily accessible for inspection purposes, making it impracticable or impossible to ascertain 
whether or not dangerous cross-connections exist, the public water system shall be protected against backflow from 
the premises by installing a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer in the service line. 

4.3.2.3 Inspection.  The customer’s system shall be open for inspection at all reasonable times to authorized 
representatives of the District to determine whether cross-connections or other structural or sanitary hazards, including 
violations of these Rules and Regulations, exist.  Whom such a condition becomes known, the District shall deny or 
immediately discontinue service to the premises by providing for a physical breaking the service line until the customer 
has corrected the condition(s) in conformance with State and “agency” statutes relating to plumbing and water supplies 
and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

4.3.3 Type of equipment required   The type and size of cross-connection or backflow prevention equipment required will be 
determined on a case by case inspection of the premises and/or review of plans. 
4.3.4 Backflow Prevention Device Approval Any backflow preventer required herein shall be of a model and size approved by 
the District.  The term “approved Backflow Prevention Device” shall mean a device that has been manufactured in full 
conformance with the standards established by the American Water Works Association entitled: 
AWWA  C506-78  Standards for Approved Backflow Prevention Devices:  and, has met completely the laboratory and field 
performance specifications of the Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research of the University of 
Southern California established by: Specifications of Backflow Prevention Devices - #69-2 dated March 1969 or the most 
current issue. 

Said AWWA and FCCC&HR Standards and specifications are hereby adopted by the District.  Final approval shall be 
evidenced by a “Certificate of Approval” issued by an approved testing laboratory certifying full compliance with said AWWA 
standards and FCCC&HR Specifications. 
4.3.5 Inspection of Backflow Prevention Installation It shall be the duty of the customer-user at any premise where backflow 
devices are installed to have certified inspections and operational tests made at least once per year.  In those instances where 
the District reasonably deems it necessary certified inspections may be required at more frequent intervals.  These inspections 
and tests shall be at the expense of the water user and shall performed by a certified inspection/tester.  The backflow shall be 
kept in working order at the expense of the user and records of repairs/testing shall be kept and made available to the District. 
4.3.6 Existing Cross-Connections.  Within a reasonable time following the adoption of these Rules and Regulations existing 
cross-connections between the public and any establishments that may exhibit potential health hazards. 
4.3.7 Specific System Requirements.  State and Local regulations will dictate type of device required however in no case shall 
atmospheric vacuum breakers or double check valve assemblies be allowed.  Irrigation systems must have an approved 
backflow prevention device. 
4.3.8 Violations and penalties.  If a customer fails to correct or remove a violation, the District may, if in its judgement an 
imminent health hazard exists terminate water service to the premises.  Additional fines or penalties may also be invoked 
following termination of service.                                                                                                                                             

      4.3.9 Severability.  If any provision of section 4.3, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the application                          
of such provision to other persons or circumstances, and the remainder of Section 4.3, shall not be affected thereby. 
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Appendix B – Town of Castle Rock Certified Technicians 
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Appendix C 
 

BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICE 
 INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION REPORT  

 
Date:      Landowner Name:        

Lot size (in acres):    Lot Address:        

Make of Backflow Device:     Size of device:       

Model Number:       Serial Number:       

 

 
Pressure Vacuum Breaker 
(PVB) 

Reduced Pressure 
Backflow Prevention 

Device (RPBPD) 

 Air Inlet Check Valve Relief Valve   

Tests Completed       

Initial Test     
Date:        
Initials: 

Opened at            psid        
or                           

Did not open  

           psid                       
or                         

Leaked 
Relief Valve Opened at            psid 

       

Follow-up Test      
Date:        
Initials: 

Opened at            psid        
or                           

Did not open  

           psid                       
or                         

Leaked 
Relief Valve Opened at            psid 

Follow-up Test      
Date:        
Initials: 

Opened at            psid        
or                           

Did not open  

           psid                       
or                         

Leaked 
Relief Valve Opened at            psid 

Follow-up Test      
Date:        
Initials: 

Opened at            psid        
or                           

Did not open  

           psid                       
or                         

Leaked 
Relief Valve Opened at            psid 

 
The above device was inspected and tested by (please print clearly): 
 
Company:        
  
Certified Tester:        
 
Certification Number:       
 
Phone Number:        
 
 
            
Tester Signature       Date 
 
 


